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l )nt i l  27 August,  Museum Het Schip is present ing an exhibi t ion on the
relat ionship of the Amsterdam school with Indonesia, the former Dutch
East  lnd ies .  Us ing  f i lm and photograph ic  mater ia l ,  d rawings ,  p r in ts  and
appl ied arts,  the exhibi t ion shows how the Dutch architectural  movement
was inf luenced bythe forms, colours and mater ials from the former colony.

Indones ian  shapes,  co lours  and mater ia ls  made a  deep impress ion  on  the
innovators of the Nieuwe Kunst and the Amsterdam School.  The temole
complexes, folk archi tecture and crafts in part icular were studied by
them with great interest and appreciat ion. some travel led to the Dutch
East Indies, but most gained impressions at internat ional world fairs.  In
Brussels in l9lo,  for instance, Indonesian crafts l ike bat ik and braidino
were shown.

The exh ib i t ion  Indones ia  and the  Amsterdam Schoo l  showcases
the  Indones ian  in f luence on  bu i ld ings ,  scu lp tu res  and appr ied  ar t  o f
the Amsterdam School.  A great example are the undulat ing roofs of
Minangkabau houses from Sumatra. These can be found as pictor ial
rhyme in the Amsterdam school houses of the l92os. other Indonesian
forms,  such as  the  gunungan and the  myth ica l  naga dragon snaKe,  were
also incorporated into furni ture, masonry dressings and artefacts by
Amsterdam School desig ners.

The exhibi t ion does not only provide a Dutch perspect ive. In f i lm cl ips,
Indonesian experts on art  and architecture talk about the Indonesian
inf luences on the Amsterdam School.

Tickets and information: www.hetschip.nl


